
Green Initiatives Update – You Can Save by Going Green Today 
 
I am sure you’ve heard about the trend toward green apartments. This term refers to 
apartments that are designed to be environmentally friendly, and they are becoming very 
popular in large cities. Renters with low incomes may not be demanding this type of 
apartment or rental home right now, but those in higher income brackets are placing a 
significant demand for these properties. 
 

 

For the renter, there are many attractions: 
* Lower Energy Bills 
* Improved Air Quality 
* Stylish, Modern Building Designs 
For property investors and management teams, green apartments are attractive because of the 
opportunity to save by going green. If you are interested in building rental properties in the 
future, you may want to create an upscale green living environment with all of the modern 
design techniques. If you are only managing properties already in existence, then you still have 
the option of going green, just to a lesser extent. The following green initiatives will help you get 
started: 
1. Replace older windows, especially those with a noticeable draft 
This is such a simple initiative, but it is something that is easy to overlook. After all, if a window 
is not broken, why fix it? You should consider fixing it because older windows let air escape the 
unit while allowing outside air to come inside the unit. Not only does this negatively affect the 
quality of air inside your rental units, but it also increases the cost of heating and cooling these 
living spaces. 
If you manage an apartment complex or multiple rental homes, you should be able to get a 
discount for installing a lot of new windows at the same time. Once this relatively inexpensive 
renovation is finished, you will have a new selling point for your units if your renters are 
responsible for their own electric or gas bills. 
There are also ways to seal around older windows to reduce the draft, but that is not nearly as 
effective as having newer high-efficiency windows installed. 
2. Install air filters in all units, or those selling at a premium price 
Air filters ensure that the air inside a given space is as clean as possible. These filters take out 
toxins and pollutants that can cause allergies, sickness, and potentially the spread of disease. This 
is not a standard feature for an apartment, but it is something that really impresses renters and 
adds value to a property. If you really want to stand out and squash the competition in your local 
area, this may be a way to do it. 
3. Upgrade kitchen appliances to energy-efficient, Energy Star appliances 
Energy Star appliances are all the rage right now for renters. These appliances work just as well 
as other appliances, or they may even work better. They are just designed to use less energy 
while functioning, which helps renters cut their energy bills. 
This is one of the simplest ways you can save by going green. You don’t have to change all 
appliances at one time and throw out good refrigerators and stoves. As they go out naturally and 



need replaced, make sure you purchase energy-efficient models with favorable Energy Star 
ratings. Eventually, your property will be equipped entirely with higher efficiency appliances. 
4. Consider installing compact fluorescent light bulbs in all rental units 
These light bulbs may cost a bit more than the cheap ones you can buy at the dollar store, the 
manufacturers claim that compact fluorescent light bulbs will last much longer and suck up less 
energy while in operation. Used correctly, your renters should  not have to replace bulbs nearly 
as often, and they will appreciate having higher quality bulbs that may help them save on their 
electric bills. While, this is one of the simplest things you can do to start going green, it’s 
important to understand the limitations of these types of bulbs before installing them in your 
rental units. 
5. Make sure all heating and air conditioning units are maintained properly 
You will learn of another green initiative related to your heating system in a moment, but no 
matter what type of system you have in your rental units, maintenance will be important. You 
cannot trust all renters to change the filters in their systems at the appropriate times, and that will 
mean the systems start to function poorly and end up being replaced much earlier than they 
should need to be replaced. You will spend more money fixing heating and air conditioning 
systems than you would if the systems were better maintained. 
The best thing you can do to keep the air quality in your rental units high and your equipment 
functioning properly, is to hire someone to check on your systems at least twice a year. The air 
conditioning should be checked in the spring, and the heat in the fall. Filters are typically 
changed every month, but there are some newer eco-friendly filters that last three or four months. 
If you have a system checked and there are parts that need to be replaced, make sure the 
repairmen can get back into the unit when the part is secured. If you try to save money by not 
replacing those parts, you will end up paying even more for an emergency technician visit or a 
complete replacement on a nonfunctional system. 
6. Have older heating and air systems replaced by more efficient systems 
This is one of the more expensive ways to save by going green, especially if you have to replace 
vents and pipes in the walls of a unit. The advantage to doing this is higher quality air inside the 
unit and a more energy efficient system that lowers bills. It is also a big selling point if a unit has 
a brand new heating and air system. This is another thing you may only consider when an older 
system breaks down and needs replaced anyway. 
7. Put energy efficient ceiling fans throughout your rental units 
This is an inexpensive way to create green apartments out of living spaces that are currently 
anything but green. When there are functional, energy efficient fans throughout an apartment or 
home, residents will use the air conditioning system far less. This saves money on bills, whether 
you over those bills or require tenants to cover them independently. Putting just a couple of fans 
into a rental space will get a big response from potential renters. 
8. Offer recycling to your tenants 
This is something that many cities are starting to offer along with trash collection, but you should 
consider offering something just for your apartment complexes. You will allow your residents to 
conserve trash and help the environment, while having another bragging point for your green 
apartments. 
9. Replace older shower heads with low-flow heads 
The new low-flow shower heads help conserve water, but they do cost a bit more than regular 
shower heads that can be picked up at any home goods store. These shower heads are seen as 



more luxurious or high end, so they will be an attraction for potential renters. They can also help 
you save by going green if you over the expense of water in your units. 
10. Look for healthier paints to use on apartment walls 
Paint once got a major slap on the wrist when the high lead content was found to be harmful to 
humans, and now there is a backlash against volatile organic compounds, or VOC. Paint your 
walls with VOC free paints and you will take a big step toward meeting the growing demand 
for green apartments. 
  
Please share your thoughts... 
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